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THE LEWIS AWAKENING 



INTRODUCTION 



TO many throughout the Britisli Isles and overseas 
tke reading ot this book will be as music : (hey 
aie Lewis born I To othM readers the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland, or even the whereabouts of Lewis, 
may be iinloiowii. A Londoner resolved to visit Lewis will 
leave Ma great city lor this other world hy train at seven 
o'clock at night, and will airive at Mallaig, 500 miles 
cortb.. by noon the next day. From there the famous 
MacBraynes will take him by well-appointed passenger 
boats of 700 to over 1,000 tons, first to Kyle o( Lochalsh, 
then on tn Stomoway the Capital of Le-wis — a sea journey 
of 100 miles. The weather wiU largely determine the 
time of arrival, but a favourable ctoasmg of The Minch 
siiould biing him there by seven o'clock at night. Given 
good weather and but an average capacity for the enjoy- 
ment of beautiful scenery, the new-comer to the Highlands 
will be conscious of a sense of sheer emotiona! exhanstion 
from the wonder of the ever-changing panorama of beauty 
by land and sea throughout the last 250 miles of his 
joTuney, 

Lewis and Harris together form an island of 8&1 square 
milos. The road from Rodil, in the extreme souths tp 
Port of Ness, in the north, is over eighty miJes. The 
population is about 25,000. Of these, some 3,700 are in 
Stomoway, the only large town. Of the other 21.000, 
some are in very lonely places, but most are in more or less 
compact villages ; and in several places these villages are 
BO near to each other as to constitute, a large conmiunity 
within the compass of a few miles. These 21,000 peopfe 
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are almost whoDy occupied in crofting, and in weaving — 
on looms in their own homes — the world-famovis Hanis 
Tweed which, it is estimated, amomits to somethiiig like 
four million yards a year. Many live in picturesqae 
thatched cottages, and Gaelic is universally spoken. The 
people rtre instiniztively and traditionally teUgious. witb the 
old-time reverence for God, His Word and the ordinances 
of His Church. 

To this Island came Duncan Campbell in December, 
1949; andhecertainly was"aniansent from God." The 
Divine initiative and element in this movement are evident 
to all who know the sequence of the events. Two years 
previously Mr. Campbell was a Presbyterian, minister in a 
Lowland industrial community. CouvertGd through 
workers oi the Faith Mission in his West Highland hoKie 
country, he and three others went forth from the local 
Prayer Union to train for the Christian ministry — the 
otliers for tlie Church of Scotland : Mr. Campbell for the 
inter-denominational work ol the Faith Mission. After 
completing the tourse at the Faith Mission Bible College 
in Edinburgh, Mr. Campbell CCintinned for some years in. 
the evangelistic woili of the Mission until his health 
compelled him to take up work not entailing nightly 
preaching, and he gave twenty-five years to the United 
Free Church. Then he became possessed of a great 
Concern ta devote himself to Gaelic -speaking evangeSaing 
in the Highlands and Islands, and after more than a year 
of prayerful couBideration by both the Mission and himseif, 
he re-joined Qie Faith Mission in January, 1949. 

But it was to Skye he felt he ^ouid go, and during a 
Succession of missions in that Island with manifest 
awakening, ho wrote : "How glad r am that I did not jdeld 
to my own inclinations and go to Harris ; I believe my 
work h in this very needy Island. I have in\-itations from 
ftll over the Island." And later : "I have a pressii^ 
invitation to go to Harris . . . but my very strong leaning is 
to continue in Skye." 

When in Octrjher, 1949, the urgent request to the Faith 
Mission from tlie praying people of Rarvas crime through 
the Parish Minister, for Mr. Campbell to go to Lewis, his 
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commitments in Skye left little hope of his being free for 
Lewis, and those in consultation witi; whom he made his 
arrangements felt he should keep his appointments. But 
Mr. CainpbeH felt fhat he was being ]<jd ta Lewis— a 
conviction which deepened — and unforeseen changes 
reJeaaed him so tliat within ynly a lew wtieks he was tiiere : 
wdth what result lie tolls in thi^ book. 

I have before me Mr. Campbell's own accomits of the 
workj received from liim from week to week, and T can only 
say that his much restricted account in these pages gives 
but a ghmpse of the great manifestation of Divine power 
witnessed throughout the Island. For personal reasons 
the vivid detail oi experience in the lives of individuals is 
withheld. Could they be suitably narrated, they would 
be thrilling to read. 

I am again reminded that Lewis will he totally unlaiown 
to many thousands who will read tliis book, and it may be 
vrell to say that a vast amount of tlie Island beyond the 
coastal area consists of peat and rock and swamp, and is 
almost wholly uninhabited, so that distance* from 
Stonioway and betweai places are long. Many w«U- 
meaning people have tliought it wonld be good to spend 
some time in the atmosphere of this spiritual awakenings™ 
somewhat as they would attend a convention ; but they 
do not midejstand that there is no accommodation in nira! 
places for visitors, nor any means of returning aitermeetings 
at night to Stomoway : moreover, without favourible 
contacts one may visit these places and bs unaware of any 
particular spiiitual movement : but once enter the inner 
circle of the people's lives, and the glorious visitation of 
the past four years beoonies apparent and moves the hsart 
to joy and praise. 

P. S- Bhistow, 



The Lewis Awakening 

FOREWORD 

By the Rev. Goeeon 1. Thomas. 



IN acceding to the request to write a foreword to this 
brief account of the revival in Lewis and Harris, 
■written by the Rev. Duncan Campbell, I am conscious 
not only of the privilege that is mine, but also of the fact 
that nothing I write can possibly add to the wonder of the 
story herein so "briefly recorded. The movement of the 
Holy Spirit id the Outer Hebrides has iieen news for a long 
time, and I am quite sm-e this small voliune will have a 
very wide circulation for that reason. 

To meet Mr. Campbell ia to be in the presence of one of 
God's very choice saints ; a man who ig great enough to be 
humble and therefore humble enough to be truly greal. 
It was in August. 1947, that we first met and that a mutual 
affectioTi sprang Up between us. How little did X dream 
then that here was a chosen instrmnent of God for revival 
in our time I Yet so it has proved to be. Mr. Campbell 
has been more than restrained in his persanal account of 
this mighty movement of God. and typically self-effaciTig. 
Story after stCry Could be told of incidents that are in the 
realm of the niiraculous and which indeed are positively 
breati-taking to hear. Practically none of these has been 
mentioned in this booklet, and I think I admire and love 
our brother even more for this reason, 

I have been to Lewis. I shall never forget those ten 
wonderful days in company vvith Jlr. Campbell. The 
community is to\]ched in real revival and I saw this with 
my ovm eyes. In one village, a leading businessman 
told me that, before revival came, their youi^ people spent 
much of Sunday in their beds or drinking their time away. 
Now. those same young people are members oi the Chureh, 



The Lewis Awakesinc 9 

■a "And/' added my informant, "there has not been one case 

j^fe of backsliding." What a story ! 

^H An awareness of God is. one of the marks of revival, says 

^V the Rev. Duncan Campbell. I am sure he is right, for 

■W although there was no outstanding movement of the Spirit 

,TI while I wa.s there, I nev&rtheless had two experiences that 

n for me were unprecedented and that I certainly have not 

known sines. Both of them illustrate the truth of his 

contention as to the aUfarene^ of God. One Sunday 

evening, while I was preaching, I believe that God took 

I. hold of me and of my rtjind and lips, as I would say He has 

. not done on any other Occasion, Thoughts flooded my 

mind that were totally unprepared, and I Just knew myself 

r to be bijme along by the Spirit of God. I have rarely 

.'v known so moving an atmosphere as when I sat down and 

• the people sar^ the final Psalm. Tlicre was indeed an 

# awareness of God that was very wonderful. 

Another night, I was preaching at what wss actimlly a 
very small meeting. There was precisely notkiKg to work 
up any specially moving atmosphere ; in fact, rather the 
reversSj for if t am frank I must admit tliat I was very 
disappointed at the small siKe of the congregation. But 
how wrong was my assessment of Divme values, and how 
often probably we make these quite false judgments. In 
^ the midst ol my message—] can only say. in the words of 

J my dear friend — "God Came down." There was a moment 

when I left off speaking and together we 'felt" the silence. 
Yes, how "dreadful" was fhat place. More than one 
present that night referred to that moment in later days. 
Lest any should think that the work in Lewis is due 
entirely to Mr. Campbell, or that it is exclusively linked 
with him and therefore due to soma combination of 
personality and psycholc^, let it be stated that Mr. 
Campbell was not present on this particular occasion. 
God was theee, and in revival there is an awareness of 
God. 

I could go on, but T must with difficulty refrain. All 

my life I shall remember those wonderful days, and thank 

^ God for the privilege of visiturg places where revival has 

truly been, and where a permanfflit nmrk has been left. 
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It gave me a great hunger in my heart, and this has Iieen. 
renewed on reading Mr. CajnpbeU's own account in the 
following pages. 

Let tis cry to God with that confidence Mr. Campbell 
foTind in die people at Ban'as right at the beginning. 1 
believe such a confidence is bom only of prayer and of 
sacrifice — much prayer and deep sacrifice. Whilst God 
alone can send revival and Vf& cannot work it up, yet it 
may be that we can help to prepare Hie way by prayer, 
Oh, to see a movement Ii3ie this, here in tbe mainlajkd anij 
in other European countries ; on the many nijsaon fields 
and throughout the whole earth J "Wilt Thou not revive 
Us again, that Thy people may rRJoice m Thee?" (FsaJm 
85. 6). "Oh, Lord revive Tliy work ... in the midst of 
the years make known ; in wrath remember mercy." 
(Habaikuk 3. 2). Oh, Lord, revive me 1 May God use 
ths pages ai this little book to stimulate such aprsyer I 
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The Neei> of Awakening. 



THE Island of Lewis has been the scene of a very 
giacioiK movement of the Spirit. The breath o£ 
revival has bean feh, and communities have been 
CMScious of the mighty impact of Gad. This island bad, 
in days past, expeiianced seasons of refresbing from the 
prfEe-noe of the Lord, but of late years the stream of vital 
Christianity appeared to be running low. This view was 
slur&d by the Free Cliurcb Presbytery of Lewis who, in 
the following declaration, publicly expressed their deep 
concern ; "The Presbytery of Lewis having taken into 
consideratitm. the low state of vital religion within their 
own bomids, and throughout the land genera.lly, caJL upon 
their faithful people in all tlieir congregations to take a 
serious vierw of the present dispensation of Divine dis- 
pleasure Jill alii ksted, not only in Ltie chaotic conditions of 
international politics and domestic economics and morality, 
but also, and especially, in the lack of spiritual power from 
Gospel Ordinances, and to realize that these thhlgs plainly 
indicate that the Most High has a controversy with the 
Nation. They note especially the growing carelessness 
toward Sabbath observance and public worship, the light 
regard of solemn vows and obligations so that the sacra- 
ments of the Church — especially that of baptism — tend to 
become in too many cases an offence to God rather than a 
means of pracs to the recipients^ and the spreading abroad 
of the spirit of pleasure which has, taken such a hold of the 
younger generation that all regard foi anything higher 
appf^ars with very few exceptions to have been utterly 
dismissed from their thoughts. 

"The Presbytery affectionately plead with their people — ■ 
especially with the youth of tlie Church — to take these 
matters to heart and to make serious inquiry as to what 
must be the end sliould there be no repentance ; and they 
call upon every individual as before God to examine his or 
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her life in the l^lit of that responsibility •which pertains to 
us all, that Tiaply, in the Divine mercy, we may be visited 
with the spirit of repentance and may tuxn again unto the 
Lord whom we have so grieved vidth our iniquities and 
waywardness. Especially would they warn their young 
people of the Devil's man-traps — tlie cinejna and the 
public-house," 

The foregoing ig art extract from a Free Qiurcli Presby- 
terial declaration, as published hi the StorTLOnray GuzeU^ and 
West Coast Advertiser (December 91h, 1949). 

The decline referred to in this decdEiration "began to show 
itself in a growing disregard for the things of God ; indeed 
the blighting influence of the spirit of tlie age, with its 
deadening effect, had wrought so effectively that in certain 
parishes very few young people attended pubhc worship : 
the dance, the picture-show and the "drinking house"* 
were institutions which could now thrive in Lewis, on the 
generous support given by their wiUing devotees. 

Tme, Lewis has its traditions. The time -honoured 
macticeof family worship is still observed in most homes. 
The great doctrines of the Christian faithj such as the total 
depravity of man, justification hy faith OU the ground of 
Christ^s atonement, regeneration by tha Spirit, and tite 
sovereignity of God in the affairs of men are central in the 
theology of Lewisn But then it is possible to have a name 
to live and yet be dead, and has not experience demon- 
strated again and again that man can be orthodos in 
sentiment yet loose in practice ? Correct views of scripture 
do not constitute righteonaiess, 

What effect the foregoing declaration had on the 
Christian Chiirch in. Lewis is beyond the know^dge of the 
■writer, but certain it is that most would regard its 
publication as timely, and its contents a true representation 
of the situation- 
Lewis, however, was not devoid of a virile Christian 
■witness. In ail denominations men could be found who 

■ Not a public house, but a smaJl hou3« or ho+liy ia \vhicli ram 
gather rftgjiarly ia coiifitim^ (iriiik wliich tbey have purchased 
ifilwwtiart. So fat as we kdOw tbe only liceDsed premises in Lewis 
are those to StDnuiwa.y. 
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were true vratchmen on the walls of Sion, and who longed 
for the day when the desBrt would again "'rejoice and 
blossom as the rose." In most pulpits throughout the 
island, the evangel was proclaimed with passionate personal 
convictiouj and not infrequently, in certain congregations 
at least signs followed the preaching of the Word- The 
weekly prayer meeting was litjll a vital part of its rehgious 
life, although in too many cases attended only by a faithful 
few. But the Most High did not despise tlie day of small 
things : and Lewis was soon to see tlie mighty power of 
God let loose in a gracious outpouring of His Spirit, and 
it came 

"A5 dew (ipon. the tender herb, 
DiHnsinfi fragrance f ouDd ; 
As siowers that wEhiS' ifl the spring. 
And cheer the thiiety grOiind/ 



A 
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Chapteh II. 
How IT Eeoaw. 

IN his^ book, The Second Euangdical Aieakenii^g, Dr, 
Edwin Orr, referring to the American Awakening oi 
1S5S, writes : "A Divjne iniluence seemed to pervade 
the land and men's hearts were strangely wanned by a 
power that was outpoured in unusual ways." Every 
genuine revival ol religiion has known the gracious touch 
of this mighty power falling from on high, movmg men sls 
no other power can move them to seek after God. "Oh .... 
that Thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might 
flow down it Thy presence" (Isa; 64, I), was the cry oi the 
prophet of old. Was Isaiah conscious of the futility of 
man's best endeavours ? Had ha come to the end of all 
human resources ? It appears so. This is the place to 
which the praying group in the Parish of Earvas in Lewis 
came, and it was this consciousness and conviction that, 
throwing them upon the sure promise of God, gave birth 
to the Lewia Revival. 

In writing oi the movement. I would like first to state 
what I mean by revival as witnessed in the Hebrides. 1 
do not mean a time of religious entertainment, with crowds 
gathering to enjoy an evenmg of bright gospel singing ; 1 
do not mean sensational or spectacular advertising— in a 
God-sent revival you do not need to spend money on 
advertising. I do not mean high-pressure methods to get 
men to an inquiry room — in revival every service is an 
inquiry room ; the road and hill side become sacred spots 
to many when the winds of God blow. RevivaJ is a going 
of God among His people, and an awareness of God laying 
hold of the community. Here we see the difference 
between a successful campaign and reviva] ; in -the former 
we may see many brought to a saving knowledge of the 
truth, and the ctiuroh or mission experience a time of 
quickening, but so far las the town or district is concerned 
no real change is visible ; the world goes on itg way and 
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the dance and picture-sliows are still crowded : but in 
revival the fear of God lays hold upon the community, 
moving men and women, who until thsji itad no concern 
for spiritual things, to aeek aftsr God. 

To tho praying men and women of Barvas, four things 
were made clear, and to them became governing principles. 
First, they themselves must be rightly related to God, and 
in this connection the reading of Psalm 24 at one of their 
prayer meetings brought them dovm in the presence of the 
Lord, where hearts wera searched and vows renewed, and, 
in the words of one who was present, tliey gave to their 
hvcs tho prop-ulsion of a sacred vow, and with f feaekiah of 
oldj found it in their hearts to "make a covenant with the 
Lord God of Israel. " Happy t3ie church and tdvoured the 
congregation that can produce such men and women ! So 
prayer meetmgs were held in churcil and in cottage, and 
frequently the small hours of the morning found the 
parisli minister and his faithfal few pleading the premises, 
with a consciousness of God, and with a ocnfidence in Him 
that Caused them to hope in His Word. 

In the second place, they were po^essed of the conviction 
that God, being a covenant-keeping God, must keep His 
covenant engagements. Had tie not promised to "pour 
water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground" ? Here was. sometliing that for them existed in 
the field of possibility ; why were they not actually 
experiencing it ? But they came at length to the place 
where, with one of old, they could cry "Our God h . . is able 
. . , and He wilL" 

"Faith mighty faitli tlie pronuu sees 
-And looks to God alnne-, 
Laughs at impossibilities 

Aad cries 'it shall ba done'." 

Thirdly, they must be prepared for God to work in His 
own way and not according to their programme — 'God was 
sovereign and must act according to His sovereign purpose 
— but eVer keeping in mind that, while God is sovereign in 
the affairs of mcuj His sovereignty does not relieve men of 
responsibility. "God is the God of revival but man is 
the human agent thiough whom revival is possible." 
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Fourthly, there must be a inaaif&station of God, 
demonstrating the reality of the Divine in operation, wtien 
men would bo forced to say, "This is the Lord^s doings and 
it is nmrvellous in our eyes." It is thtrefore not surprismg 
that in the month of Pecemter. 1949, God did visit the 
Parisli Church oi Barvas witJi revival blessing that, in a 
very short time, leapt the bounds of the parish, bringing 
refreshing and spiritual Ule to maJiy all over the i&land, 

Here mention must be made of the part played by thB 
parish minister, the late Jitv. James Murray MacKay. 
Fot months he and his office-bearer^ had prayed for an 
outpouring of the Spirit of God, and now the time had come 
when they felt that, as a. congregation, they were called 
upon to act. But so wonderful arc the ways of God that 
the minister of Barvas had to go to Strathpcffer Convention 
to have revealed to him through the ministry of the Rev. 
Dr. T. Fitch, now of Belfast, the actinn to be taken. Greaf 
was liis encnnragemEiit on returning to his parish to be told 
thai God, in a vision of the night, had reveaJed to one of 
the praying group not only that revival was coming, but 
also the instrument to be used as a channel : the person 
revealifid in the vision Was the one mentioned at Strath- 
peffer ! '^In a vision of the night, when deep sleep fallcth 
upon men, in slltmberings ujion the bed ; then He Openeth 
the ears of mcuj and sealeth their instruction*" [Job 33. 
IF. IS, 16). So It was that word was sent to the director 
of the Faith Mission hi Edinburgh, as a result of which I ' 
fotuid myself inl-ewis in December, 1949. 

The supematuraJ working of God the Holy Sphit m 
revival power is something that no man can fully describe, 
and it would be folly to attempt it. There are, howevt^r, 
features of the Lewis revival widch also ijiaratterized 
revivals of the past, one of which is the spirit of expectancy. 
Eere I found a group of men who seemed to be hviag on 
the high plane of implicit confidence in God, That was the 
conviction and assumiice that breathed in every prayer 
offered in that memoTable first meeting of my sojourn in 
the Hebrides, and my first contact with this congregation 
fully convinced me that revival had already come ; it was 
to be my privilege to have some small share in it. One 
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vrill never forget the hash of the awful presencB of God as 
we sat waiting for the opening Psalm to be announted ; 
truly one could say : — 

"And Hsftven eaiiiis down oar aouJa to greet, 
Atfd gloiy ■crowD-ed the mercy eeAt." 

Here is a scene witne?3sed during the first days of the 
movement : a crowded church, the service is over ', the 
congregation, reluctant to disperse, stand outside the 
church in a silence that is tense. Suddenly a cry is heard 
within : a young man, burdened ior the soiils of his fellow 
men. is pouring out his soul in intercession- He prays until 
he falls into a trance and lies prostrate on the floor of the 
church. But heaven had heard, and the congregation, 
moved by a power that they could not resist, came back 
into the church, and a wave of conviction of sin swept over 
tlif gathering, movin;^ strong men to <iry to God for mercy. 
This service continued until the small hours of the morning, 
but so great was the distress and so deep the hunger which 
gripped men and women, that they refused to go home, 
and already were assembling in another part oi the parish. 
An interesting and 3iTia2ing feature of this early morning 
visitation, was the number who made their way to the 
church, moved by a power they had not experienced 
before : otJiers were deeply convicted of their sin and 
crying for mercy, in their own homes, before ever coming 
near the church, 

No:ie of tliose present will forget tliat moming meeting 
as the assembled coinj^j^y sang : — 

"1 mil not come withic my house. 
Nor reat in bed, at all ; 
Hot sliaJl mine eytw take any sleep, 
NoL eyelids slumber sLall ; 

"TUl for the Lord a place I trad, 
■Wliftre Up iiiay make a.bode ; 
A pla^e oi ha-bitati-Dii 

For Jacob's mighty God, " 

There was a moving scene, some weeping in sorrow and 
distress, others, with joy and love fillmg their hearts, 
falling upon thek knees, conscious only ot the presence and 
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power of God who had come in revival Messing. Within 
a matter of days the whole parish was in the grip oi a 
spiritual awakening- Churdies ■became crowded, with 
services coiitinuii]^ until three o'clock in the moniiji^. 
Work was largely put aside, as young and old wftre made 
to face eternal realitks. Soon tiie fire uf bliissiii^ spread 
to the neiglihouring parishes. Carloway witnessed a 
gracious manifest ation of the power of God that will surely 
Uvc iu the annals ot Lewis revivals. The minister of that 
parish was assisting vsith the meetings at Earvas : God 
was mightily at work, and a number oi men were Jn great 
distress of soul. Two of these were pipers who were to 
have played at a concert and dance at Carloway. The 
minister of Carloway had had a concern to witness at this 
dancen Leaving the meetings at Barvas, he arrived at the 
dance at about 3.30 a.m. Almost immediately after he 
entered the hall the dancing ceased, and he thereujfiin 
proposed that they should sing two verses of a Gaelic- 
Fsakn, Not all were immediately favoui^ble to this, but 
after a special appeal Psalm 139, verse 7, was sung, some 
present joining in ; — 

"Fr^tOfL -tLy Spirit whithsr sliail I gt> ? 

Or frOiii lilLy presenH^ ily i 
Ascend I heaven, Jo, tlioLi art there ; 

Tlierc, ii ia hell I lie." 

H& then engaged in prayer and loUowed with a few wortk 
qi exhortation, and suddenly the power of God swept 
through the company and, aljnost immediately, the musio 
of the dance gave place to the cry of the penitent. 
Opposition broke down under conviction of sin and distress 
of soul. This applies especially to a schootonaster's son 
who was acting MhC, Before leaving the hall the minuter 
related the news that the pipers and others who were to 
have been at the dance had decided ioi Christ m the 
kitclieii meeting at Barvas two hours before. Soon the 
whoio proceedings came to an end and those present 
dispersed to their homes bewildered and amazed. That 
same night, in his own home, the sthoohnaster Cfune under 
deep conviction and on the following Monday his wife 
also completdy broke down. They now blaze a trail for 
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God in their parish, and Ness becomes the scene of a most 
gracious movement.. 

At Ness meetings were held in the afternoon a^d evening, 
and frequently on into the morning. Churches, hallsi 
private houses, and even furniture and meal stores were 
U5&d to accommodate men and womeii seeking for God. 

Perhaps the greatest miracle of all was in the village of 
Amol. Here, indifference to the things of God held tlie 
field and a good deal of opposition was experienced, but 
prayer, the mighty weapon of the revival, was resorted to 
and an evening given to waiting upon God. Before 
midnight God came down, the mountains flowed down at 
His presence, and a wave of revival swept the village : 
opposition and spiritual death fled before the presence of 
the Lord of life. Here was demonstrated the power of 
prevailing prayer, and that nothing lies beyond the reach 
of 'pray^ except that which lies outside the will of God. 
There are those in Amol to-day who will bear witness to 
the fact that, while a. brother prayed, the very house shook. 
I could only stand in silence as wave after wave of Divine 
power swept through the house, and in a matter of minutes 
following this heaven-sent visitation, men ajid women were 
on their faces in distress of souL It is true that in this 
village God had His "watchmen.' ' Thank God there are 
many such ui Lewis and Harris ; it Is one of such men who, 
when he witnessed the mighty power of God in this villagB' 
asked that we m%lit sing the I26th Psahn :— 
"When SiOd'S bondaga God turnad back, 
Afi men tliat dreamed metn ive, 
Tten filled with laiightei- was our nwntL, 
Our tunjfue wit]! n'ttli>d7." 

Some time agg, while passing Ehrough this village, I was 
met by an old man whose saluation was in the following 
words, ''I am glad to he aJive to witness this day." Then 
pointing to a particular house, he said, "Do yoti see that 
house? That was the 'drinking house' of this village 
where our young men met in utter disregard of GodTHis 
Word, or His day. To-day it Is closed and the men who 
frequented if are praying in our prayer meetings." What 
a joy it 13 now to ace such numbers going to the house of 
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God on the Sabbath, ot looking forward with joyful 
anticipation to the weekly pra-yer meetings. Some time 
&go 1 remarked to a friend ; 'That is surely a wonderiul 
si^ht/' referring to the large numbers of people gaing to 
church, "Yes." he replied, "but before the revival one 
seldom saw more than lour from this village going to 
church on Sabbath moming." One young flnan, speaking 
for the youtli of the district said, "We did not know what 
clhUTch-going; meant until the revival cajne, now the 
prayer jnfteting is the weekly attraction, and the worship 
of God in Hia house on the Sabbatt our chief delight." 
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CHAprER in. 
The Spkead of ths Movement. 

T[E inovement that begas in the Parish Church of 
Barvas, almost immediately spread to the neigh- 
bouring Parish of Ness. and it sooi\ became evident 
that it was not to be confined to these two pariglies. From 
north, south, east and west the people caine in buses, vans, 
cars and lorries, to witness the mighty movings of God and 
then to rctQm to their respective parish*"* to bear testimony 
to the fact that they had tnet with the Saviour. A game- 
kccpcT, whose home was twenty-fonr miles from Earvas, 
was so wrought upon and burde^ied for the souls of others, 
that his van was seldom off the road and for two years, 
night after night, brought its load of men and women who 
were seeking lor JesuSn He was re\rarded by seeing many 
coming to the Saviour, including members of his own family. 
It is therefore not surprising that in the Parish of Loclis. 
where the gentleman referred to had his home, a gracious 
movement should break outn Here the ground wag well 
prepared by a. faithful ministry, and great was the 
rejoiciug when sower and reaper saw the fruit of their 
labour in. a harvest of precious souls. As in Barvas, 
meetings here continued until two and three o'clock in the 
morning and some remarkable scenes were witnessed as the 
Spirit of God moved among the people. 

An incident occurred in this parish which is stiU vivid 
in. my mind. A lorry was engaged to convoy a number of 
people to a meeting : the distance to bo covered was about 
fourteen, miles, and the journey would take them round the 
end of a loch. Unfortunately, the lorry brake dowji when 
they were about seven miles from their destinatiun. The 
younger of tlie pari:y decided to walk, but this was too 
much for the older members who, very reluctantly, retraced 
their steps homeward. Suddenly it occurred to them that 
a late meeting would be held, and if they could secure a 
boat they could cross the loch and ba in tima for the 
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midniglit ser^e. A boaj: was ic/und at the nearest 
township thr&e miles distant, and on rowing across the 
ioch, a distance of three miles, great was their satisfaction 
to find a. meeting in progress ; ajid was if the guidance oJ 
the Spirit that led the preacher that night to take as his 
text, "They also took shipping and came to Capernaum, 
seeking for Jesus" ? Tlie men from across the loch were 
seekilig for Jesng, and that nig^ht they found Hira. That 
morning, just as the dawn was breal^ing and night gave 
way to the rising sun, another Sun had arisen, and One of 
clearer drining brought light and life to men who sat in 
darkness. Before they set sail for home, the congregation 
gathered and. Jed by one of the local ministers, sang : 

"Wlien All thy mefcie*. O my G<id I 
My risirg soul surveys, 
Tranapotte^l with tte view, I'm lost 
Ic jvonder, kve, and pt^is^ 

"O Low shall -wordBj with ^qual warrnth, 
Thfl gratitiids declare 
That glows vnthin tay raviaii'd he^t I 
But Thou Canst read it there. 

"WbeD D^tuce fails, anti day and night 
Divide thj- works no tuore. 
My evei-gr3Ltflrul liftart. O Lord, 

Thy m«-cy Skall adore, 

"Through all eternity to Thee 

A joyful soBg ni raise, 

Fc3r^ oa 1 eternity's too short 

To utter all thy praisfc," 

It is not often that strangers from other districts crowd 
a. church, making it impossible for the regulax congregation 
to get accommodation in their own building, but this 
actually happened in this parish. So great was the 
hunger for the Gospel that, long lieforo the houT of service. 
busM^ and vans from a neighbouring parish brought A 
crowd tiiat filled the little Church of Habost, and the 
regular congelation wero content to sit in the vehicles 
that the strangers had vacated. "This is the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our &yes." 
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The influence of the Lewis awakening was felt ui Harris. 
Soon ui botli Tarbert and Leverboi^h a gracious movement 
broke out, and one interesting feature of this blessed 
visitation was the place that singing had in the meetings. 
Again and again a wave of deep conviction of sin would 
sweep over the congregation, and men and women would 
be s&en bending before the mighty impact ol the Spirit, as 
the heart-cry oi the penitent found expression in the words 
of PsaJm 130 :— 

"Lord fiom the dspfhs to thee I cty'J. 
My voice. Lord, do tbOu hear ; 
Vato tiiy siAppHoatiod's vtrice 
■Give aa a,tteiitive oar, 

"Lord, who shall etand, if thou, O Lord, 
shnuld'st mark iniquity ? 

But yet with tliee ^orgiveneeg is, 
Thiit fi^ac'd thou mayest he." 

Bemera is a small island off the coast of Harris, with a 
population of about 400. In April, 1952, it wss my 
privilege to visit this parish and ^^itness one of the most 
remarkable movements of the revival. Here, Eis in other 
districts, thera weire men who, on their faces before God, 
cried for an outpouring of His Spirit ; and an uicident 
occurred which goes to demonstrate the power of prevailing 
prayer and to revea.1 how trua it is that "the secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear Hijn." One morning an 
elder of the Cliurch of Scotland was greatly ift>:ercised in 
spirit, as he thought of the state of the church and the 
growing carelessness toward Sabbath observance and pubhc 
worship. While waiting up<m God, this good man was 
strangely moved, and was enabled to pray the prayer of 
faith and lay hold tipon the promise, "I will be as the dew 
unto Israel." This word from God came with such 
conviction and power, that he was assured that revival was 
going to sweep the island, and in that confidence he rose 
from his knees, 

WHiile this man was praying in his barn, I myself, taking 
part in the Faith Mission Convention at Bangor in Northern 
Ireland, was suddenly arrested by the conviction that I 
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must Icavo at once and go to the I^and of Bemcra, whefe 
I foumd mjpself -wthin three days ! Aknost inmi&diately 
on aTiiving, I was in the midst of a, most Messed movemeiit. 
Again th& promise was being fulfilled, "I v/ilL pour water 
upon him that is thirsty sjid floods upon the dry growid/' 
TTie first few meetings were very ordinary, but the prayers 
otfered by eldiers of the congregEition breathed a coiSidence 
in the sure promise of God. Again and a^ain reference 
was made to the words oi Psalm 50^ verse 3, "Our God 
shall surely come," Tliey did not wait long for the 
fultilmertt of this word from God ! One evening, just as 
the CHDingregation Was leaving the cJrurch and moving down 
towards the main road, tha Spirit oi God fell upon the 
people in Pentecostal power : no other word can describe 
it : and in a few minutes the awareness of the presence of 
the Most High became so wonderful and so subduing, that 
one could only say vrith Jacoh of old, "Surely the Lord is 
in this place/' There, under the open heavens and by 
the road side, the voice of prayer was mingled with the 
groans of the penitent, as "free gxace awoite men with 
Jight from on high." Soon the whole island was jn the 
grip of a mighty movemunt oi the Spirit, bringing deep 
conviction of sin and a hunger for God. Tliis movement 
was different from that in Lewis in this respect, that while 
in Lewis there were phj^sical manifestations and prostra- 
tions, such were not witnessed here ; but the wor^ was as 
deep and the results as «idmiiig, as in any other part 
touched by the revival. 
Perhaps the most outstanding feature in this part of 
. Harris was the awe-inspiring sense of the presence oi God 
that came ever the island The people just gave them- 
selves to seeking the Way of Life. Meetings were held 
dsiring the day and through the night, in churcli, in the 
homes of the people and in the open : indeed, every 
^thering of people was made a means oi grace. One 
would like to pay tribute to two ministers of the Church of 
Scotland who, in tiie spirit of self-saciificej left their own 
parishes and tlirew their fuU weight into tJie movement, 
the Rev. Murdo McLeod oE Tarbcrt. and the Rev, Angus 
McKUlop of Lochs ; the good people of this island will 
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forever be grateful to those two gentlennan who gave oE 
their best. Here is an extract from a letter received 
from an elder on the Island : he is reterrh^ to the first 
communion after the awakenuig : "The centre of the 
church was iBserved for commimicantst but it couJd not 
hold them ; this never happened in the history of our 
parish before, 'Glory to God, Hallelujali I' " 

The other Tiemera also, in Lewis, is one oi the smaller 
islands of the outer Hebrides, with a population of about 
400 fairly equally divided between the Church of Scoliand 
and the Free Church of Scotland. Here God had a few 
faithful men and women, but a long vacancy in one of the 
churches did not help the spiritual hfe of the community, 
and this was reileeted in a growing disr^gaxd lot puhhc 
worship, especially by the youth of the island. It has 
been said that the weekly prayer meeting indicates the 
spiritual temperature of a coiigiegaticin. and if that be so, 
Bemera had a somewhat low temperature : but there liad 
been indications of the working of the Holy Spirit, and here 
also God had His 'TJani^ls" with their "windows . , . open 
toward JtrMsalem," who, long before the outbreak of the 
revival, were encouraged to beUeve that days ol spiritual 
refreshing were near at band. 

One oi the outstanding personahties of the rei-ival, the 
Kev. Murdn Mclennan, Parish Minister of Carloway, was 
Interim Moderator of the Bemcra cortgregation. At his 
invitation I went to assist at a communion season and 
began a series of pre-communion services. The first 
meeting was not encouraging, and it was decided to have 
a further meeting in a nearby cottage. If the first meeting 
(femped our spirits, here was a sight to gladden our hearts : 
a crowded house, with young men and women in t)ie 
majority, and an awareness of God that was most subduing. 
That night in this cottage God made bare His arm, and a 
movement broke out that was to spread all over the 
island. It was here that an incident occuiTed that lives 
most -vividly in my memory : at my request several 
office-bearers from the Parish Church of Barvas visited the 
island brir^ng with them a young lad recently bronght to 
a savir^ knowledge of the truth. After spending some 



26 The Lawrs AwAKBI^l^^■G 

time tcigethea" in prayer, we went to tha church to find the 
place crowded, tut seldajn did I experience such bondage 
of spirit, and preaching was most diificuit ; so much so, 
that when only lialf-way through my address I stopped 
[M-eachiiig, ju&t then my eye caught sight of this young 
lad, who was, -uisibly moved and appeared to be deeply 
burdened : leaning over the pulpit I said, "Donald, will 
you Lead us in prayer ?" Tliere was an iniTnediate responss, 
and in fhat moment the flood gates of heaven opened, the 
congregation was struck a? by a humcajie, and many cried 
out for mercy. 

But the most remarkable feature of this gracious 
visitation was not what happened in tlie church, but the 
spiritual impact made upon the island : men who until 
then, had no thought of seeking aiter God, were suddaily 
arrested and became deeply concerned about their soul's 
salvation. One worthy elder of the I'ree Church into whose 
bom& salvation came, referring to his native viilage^ said ; 
"This is the Lord's doing, His ^reat name b& praised." 
A Contributor to the local paper m an article referring to 
this movement wrote, "More are attending the weekly 
prayer meetings than attended public worship on the 
Sabbath, before the revival." It was my privilege to pay 
a return visit to thL? island, and what a joy it wis to find 
the young converts growing in grace, and \vltnef>fitrig m 
church and community a good confession : to listen to 
their words of testimony or to hear them engage in prayer 
was "as cold waters to a thirsty soul." 

The last place to be mentioned in connection with the 
spread of the movemertt is the Parish of Uig. This part 
of the island ia sparsely populated, with the villages far 
apart, and not too well provided with transport facilities, 
but it buses were not available, vans and lorries were, and 
in these the people of the scattered townships gathered. 
At the bcgimiing of the revival, while Hod was movinjj 
mightily in the Parish of Ness, a woman who was bitterly 
opposed to the movement made the remark, "Why does 
ha not go to Uig r That is where they need the Gospel." 
If by inference tiiis Lady meant that Uig was lacking in a 
1 ministry, she was, I fear, using her unagination 
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without rpference to fact. Uig for many years bad been 
favoured by a faithful and evangelical ministry. It is true 
that, in common with many other parishes, a spirit of 
indifference to the things of God prevailed, especially among 
the young, so that the church was supported largely by the 
middle-aged and old. iJut the faithful intni5try from the 
pulpits, and the prevailing prayers of the people of God in 
the parish, did not parw the notice of Him who said, "I 
will yet for this be eiiqiured of by the house of Israel, to 
do it for them." 

I wish I Could describe the scene, and impart something 
of the overwhelming sense of the subduing Spirit of God 
on the night that tlie windows of heaven openedn The 
parish minister, the Rev. Angus MafiFarlane, was in his 
own pnlpit and was leading in prayer^ when suddenly a 
consciousness of God came over the congregation, and we 
wpre lift^'d out of the reahn of the ordinary, to realizs a 
spiritual impact that could not be explained kom any 
hiimaji point of view : revival had come. The first 
meeting of the ev&ning concluded with the singixig of 
Psahn 147, verses 2-3 : — 

"Gf>tl doth builil up Jerusalom ; 
and He- it is aJoDC 
Tliat tlie dispersed ai Israel 

"Those that at^ broken in their litart, 
and griei-'cd in tlicJT injnds. 
He tiealellii, and their painful "wounda 
H« tEnderiy up-binda," 

The second meeting of this memorable night was held in 
a neighbouring village. AH lorries and vans available 
were pnt mto service to convsy the people to the place of 
worship, yet many were forced to walk miles ; but distance 
did Jiot matter, and at any rate they knew that the meetings 
would continue : if they were not in thne lor the first, they 
would be sure of getting the second or the third. So they 
canie a^ross the moors ai:d over the hills, young men and 
maidens, their torches flashiiif^ in the darkness, intent upon 
one thjjig, to get peace from a guHty conscience^ a^d refuge 
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irom the stoim in their bosom, in the shelter of the Rock 
of Ages, 

To-daiy, in this pariah, the churdiEs are throbbing with 
young life and the work and witness of the respective 
congregattons made so much easier, through the new influx 
a£ msn and women ready and willing to serve their Master 
arid the Church of their fathers. 
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Featuees of the MovkmenTh 



WHAT have been the outstanding features of this 
movement ? Three stand out clearly. First, 
an awareness of God. To be fully ^eali^ed this 
has to be felt, A Rector of the Church o( Er^Iand, 
referring to his visit to Lewis, -said, "What I felt, apart from 
what I saw, convinced me at once that this was no ordmary 
movement." I have known men out on the fjfjlds, others 
at their weaving looms, so overcome by this sense oi God 
that they were found prostrate an the ground. Here are 
the words of ranc who id t the hand of God upon him : "The 
grass bciieiith my ip.ct and the rocks around me se^m to cry, 
"llee to Christ for refuge'." This supernatural illumination 
of the Holy Spirit led many in this revival to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ before they came n^^ax 
to any meeting connected with theDiovement. I have 
no hesitation in saying that tids awareness yf God is the 
crying need of the OniTCh to-day ; "The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom" ; but this cannot be worked 
up by any human effort, it must come down. 

The second mnin feature has been deep conviction of 
sin — at times leading almost to despair. I have known 
occasions when it was necessary to stop preaching because 
of the distress majfiifested by the anxious, and many would 
find expres-sion for the feeling in their hearts and the 
burden of their guilty conscience, in the words of John 
Newton : — 

"My conscioacc felt and owned its guilt. 
And plunged ma la despair : 
T saw ray aina His blood hfwl spilt 
And helped to i^ail. Him there." 

Physical manifestations gnd pTostrations have been a 
further ieaturc. 1 find it somewhat difficult to explain 
this aspect, indeed I cannot j but this I wiU say, that the 
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person who would associate iJiis witli satanIc influence is 
coming perilously near committing the unpardonaWe sin. 
Lady Huntingdon on one oocision wrote to George 
Whitefield respecting cases of crying out and falling down 
in meetings, and advised him not to remove them from the 
meetings, as had been doii^. Wlien this was done it 
seemed to biiig a damper on the meeting. She said, "You 
are inakiuf? a great mistake. Don't be wiser thazt Go<J. 
Let theni cry out : it will do a great deal inore good than 
your preaching." 

COKCLUSIOM. 

MUCH has bpcn said and written about the revival. 
Lifce all such movements ot the past, many have 
praised God for it, others have made it the 
occasion of hitter press and puljiit attaciis. "Men have 
praised or blamed as it suited them." It is true. Jiovrever, 
that exaggerated statements have appeart.^! in the press 
carrying such lines as "Revival sweepii-L^ the Hebrides." 
Revival has not swept the Hebrides : there are many parts 
of the Western Isles still untouchad by the movement. 
But it is true to say that Lewis and Harris have experienced 
"tinnes of refreshing . . . from the presence of the Lord." and 
the wilderness has been made to "rejoice and blossom as 
the rose." 

One very much regrets that, from the beginning, there 
were those who opposed the movement. Almost from the 
very first, the scaie was raised — "Arminianism." Here, 
I would quote itoui one who, though mightily used of God, 
did not escape the bitter opposition of leaders in the 

Church : "I verily believe revival ■would have coaie to 

at that thne if prayerful sympathy, instead of carnal 
criticism, had been shown." As in this case, so also in 
Lawis, criticism was based on hearsay — never a wise 
procedure. If only those who opposed had gone to hear 
for themselves, how diff<;rent the story might have been 
to-day 1 But facts are powerful things and we can leave 
the fatts of llie Lewis Revival to speak for themselves. 
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Notes of An Address given ac a Meeting for 
Ministers a: Oxford and Manchester. 

"Wili ihiiu not revive us again : (hat thy p&oph may rejoice 
m r6M?"— Psahn 85, !j. 

THESE words of the Pgaimist express the heart-cry 
of many ol God's children to-day. There is & 
growing conviction everywhere, and ?!Specially 
among thoughtful people, that unless revival comes, other 
forces will take the field, Hiat will sink us still deeper into 
the mire of humanism and materialism. 

With that conviction there is also a deepenmg hunger for 
a fresh ma-nifestatiou of God. Indeed so intense is the 
longing and SO heavy the burden, that the words of the 
prophet Isaiah are frequently on the lips of God's children ; 
"Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavenSj that thou 
wDuldest come down/' 

We have seen man's best endeavours in the field of 
evangelism leavmg the communities untouched ; true, we 
may have seen crowded churches, and many professions, 
hut then all that is possible on the plane of human activity, 
as lias been witnessed ov^r and over again. It has been 
Said that "the Kingdom of God is not going to be advanced 
by our churches becoming filled with men, but by men in 
our churches becoming filled with God." To-day, we 
have a Christianity made easy as an accommodation to an 
age that is unwilling to face the implication of Calvary, 
and the gospel of "simply believism" has produced a 
harvest of professions which have done untold harm to the 
cause of Christ. 

We use all the modem means and facilities for the 
propagation of the gospel — our technique m Christian wort 
and witness has been developed to a fuie art, and during 
recent years "evangelize" has been heard from CongieK, 



32 The LEwts Awakenixg 

Convocation and Assembly ; but as we look back over our 
much activity in churcb work and witness, what do we 
see ? Not flags at victoi7 that tell of comwmnities won 
for Christ : not congregations throbbing with spiritual liis, 
and the desert made to "rejoice and blossom as the rose," 
No, not flags, but grave stones— like the stones of our 
Scottish Culloden. that tell their pitiful tale of frustration 
and defeat. So we are to-ciay faced with the need — 
pressing:, urgent and awful — for God to manifest His power : 
the need of a God-sent Holy Ghost revival. 

Many years a^o Dr, Henry Drummond wrote of a 
"natural ]aw in a s^piritual world." It seems to ms that our 
great need to-day is to rediscover a spiritual law in a 
natiiral world. The Uls that shake the very foundation of 
our civilisation have their roots in the spiritual ajid not in 
the material- Maji has gone wrong at the centre ot things 
and he must get right there, Wa.s it not Gladstone who 
said : "My only hope for our country is in bringing the 
human mind into contact with divine reveUtion"'P Now 
let us be perfectly ckar that cnly God can do that. Is 
this not the conviction that finds cKpression in the words 
of the Psalmist ? If there was to be a revival, God must 
do the reviving, and it was God's people who were to be 
revived., So revival has to do with God and His people. 
The world has nothing to do with revival— only that which 
has life can be revived. I read in a little booklet recently, 
"We do not have revivals to get mai saved— men get saved 
because we have revival." 

Let us now consider three aspects of revival : its origin, 
its agency, its outcome. 

The Okioin of Revival. "Wilt thou not . . . ? " We do 
well to remember that in the wholo field of Christian 
experience, the iirst step is with God : thought, feeling and 
endeavour must find their basis and insph-ation in the 
sovereign mercy of God. To me one of the most disturbing 
features of present-day evangelism is the over-emphasis on 
what man can do, and I believe this to be the reason why 
we so often fail to get men and women to make the contact 
with Christ that is vital. How few there are to-day who. 
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in the supreme moment of conversion or decision, become 
conscious within themselves of a new and overpowering 
reality — the knowledge of God having done a saving work 
within them. The Apostle Paui puts it in dear hght in 
his letter to the Galations, when he writes "it pleased God 
to reveal His Son in me/' The fac^t of ultimate reality 
surely is this, that Salvation is of God. He is the God of 
revival, and we must look to Him and to Him alone. 

I have already referred to tho cry oi the prophet Isaiah — 
his convictions were that the mountain^ would flow, and 
nations would tremble only when God came down. En 
other Words, he is just saying that nothing will happen 
unless there is a mighty demonstration of Godn It is my 
own deep conviction that the average man is not going to 
be impressed by our publicity, our posters or our pro- 
grammes, but let there be a demonstration of the super- 
natural in the realm of religion, and at once man is 
arrested, I have seen this happen over and over a^ain 
during the recent movement in the Western Isles. Suddenly 
an awareness of God would take hold of a community, andd 
under the pressure of this divine presence, men and women 
would fall prostrate on the gromid, while their cry of 
distress was made the means in God's hand, to awaken the 
indifferent who had sat unmoved for years under the 
preaching of the gospel. 

This Agency of Revival. "Wilt thou not revive us 
again that thy people ,. .?" God Is the God of revival. He 
is sovereign in the affairs of m«i. But we must not 
believe ui any conception of God's sovereignty that nullifies 
man's responsibility. We are the human agents through 
whom revival is possible To say, as so many do, "We 
can do nothing/' may be a very acnzx'mnioda.ting doctrine 
to "them that are at ease in Zioii/' but it will not stajid in 
(be light of Pivine revelation. The Rev. Samuel Chadwick, 
in his book Humanity and God, writes ," "Tlie Operation of 
Divine sovereignty and the freedom of human will are not 
irreconcilable to the wisdom of God. Our responsibility is 
not in the explanation of mystery, but in obedience to 
obligation and privilege," 
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I wonder if we are really alive to onr responsibility^ and 
privilege. I have read that the Rev. Rubert Hurray 
McCheyne had the picture of the setting: sun painted on the 
dial of his watch, and underneath written "Tlie night 
Cometh" ; every time he loolied at hJs watch he was 
leuiinded of his responsibility as a minister of the gospel, 
ajid of the charge entrusted to him. If wa study the life 
of the early disciples, "we see how tlieir whole being was 
animated and actuated by one great purpose — to be at 
their best for God. They carried the seriousness into their 
witness that the man of the world canies into his business, 
or the explorer into his journeys and toils : fhey lived for 
God, and for sodIs. 

I am disturbed by the attitude of the Church in general 
toward aggressive evangejUsm or revival. By evangehsm 
I do not Kieart just an effort to get people back into the 
Cliurch ; this effort, while commendable, does not get us 
very far. What 1 mean is sometliing much more : it is 
the ^tting of men and women into vital, saving and 
covenant relationship with Jesus Christ, and so super- 
naturally altered that holiness will characterise tlieir whole 
being : body, soul and spirit, It seems to me that the 
time has surely come when we must, with open minds and 
true heart, face ourselves with unqnaiiiied honesty and ask 
the question : "Am I ahve to my responsibility as a 
labourer in God's vineyard'' ? I, personally, have con- 
stantly to remind myself that I can he. a vEay busy man, 
and yet a very idle minister. How easy it is to live more 
or less in the enjoyment of God's free graccj. and yet not 
realize that we are called to fulfil a divinely-appointed 
purpose. Our commission is to dnxlare the whole council 
of God in the midst ol men : "to open, their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God" — that, brethren, is our privilege and our 
task. And yet we must confess that too often the great 
things of God have not been the predominating things : the 
iKser things of life have been allowed to absorb our interest, 
and the lure of the lesser loyalty has blurred our vision aiid 
robbed us of our passion to win souls for Jesus Christ. 
What, then, is the essential to recovery and revival? 
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Surely a whole-hearted desire to be right with God^ to 
stand before Hun m an adjusted relationship. I ain con- 
vinced that if we are to see the hand of God at work, we 
must give to our lives the propulsion of a sacred vowj and 
with Hezeliiah of old say : "Now it is in mine heart to 
make a covenant with the Lord God of Israel." Hretbren, 
ihi new ifv.ihs that grifi us i}m morning must find expreasicn 
and emhodiment in a now dsdictdiim — that is, if we are to be 
men whom God can trust with revival. As a yom^ studejit 
in Edinburgh it was my privilege to sit under the ministry of 
the late Dr, Alexander Stewart of St Co^umba's. How well 
I recall the subduing sense of the presence of God that came 
over us, as that prince of preachsrs called us to our task. 
"Upon T.'ou," said the Doctor^ "Christ lays the great task 
of evangelizing. We talk of the great trust of human life ; 
the tremendous responsibiHty of an engine driver^ the sea 
captain, or the leader of an army. There is entrusted to 
them the care of human lives. But to us there is entrusted 
the charge of humai) soills, souls to be brought to Chiist for 
pardon and healing through His precious blood, to be 
sunlit by His presence and consecrated to His service, and 
at last to be set as gkajning jewels in the crown of His 
eternal glory : or, because of our lack of vision, bc allowed 
to wander further and further from God, and, as the years 
go on. trample out the lingering image of them Maker and 
at last be shut out forever in the dark despair of unending 
woe.'' 

"Perishing, Perishing ] Thim was not ■uriHin^ ; 

Master, forgive, and inspire na an^w ; 
Banish our iworidliiieBS, help vs to ever 

Live with, eternity's valtiea in view." 

May Gad help us to make this our prayer I 

Tee Outcome o^ Revival. Here, t may be allowed to 
give a word of personal testimony indicating what revival 
has meant to me. Some years ago, along with Dr. Thomas 
Fitch, I WE13 speaker at the Edinburgh Convention fot the 
deepening oi spiritual hfe. We had come to the closing 
meeting, and I iiEid given my address, As I sat listening 
to Dr. Fitch giving his last message, I suddenly became 
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conscious of my tmiltness to he an that platform. I saw 
the barrenness oi my life and ministry. 1 saw the pride 
of joy own heart. How very hiuniliating it was to discover 
that I was proud of the fact that I was booked to speak 
at five conventions that year I How deceitlul and wiclced 
tlie human heart can be f That night, in desperation on 
the floor of my study, I cast myself afresh upon the mercy 
of God. He heard my cry for pardon and deansing, and. 
as I lay prostrate before Him, wave after wave of Ilii'ine 
consciousness came over me, and the Idve of the Saviour 
flooded my being ; and in that hour T knew that my life 
and ministry could never, be the same r^ain. Nor could 
I ever doubt the Baptishi of the Holy Spirit^ — hrethren, 
explain it as you will, to. me it was a baptism from on 
High, and if in any small measure God has been pleased 
to use me, it is all became of what He did for me that night, 
when two things became clear to me : Christ's willingness 
to save ih$ "whosoever." and the awful stale pf the eternally 
lost in heii. That is what revival has meant to me. 
personally ; and is not that just what happens in a general 
sense in the community. ^'Revival." said FYofessor James 
S. Stewart, "is a new discovery of Jesus" : (iod becoming 
real in the midst oi men. 1 have known the Spirit of God 
laying hold of a community it such a way that you Would 
hardiy maet a person that was not seeking after God. U 
it not of the reality of God's presaice in revivaJ power that 
Paiil is writing — "For God, who commanded the Iig:ht to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
tight of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ" ? Brethren, is this light visible in us ? Are 
onr lives, are our churches, lights that mart the road 
that leads men to the Lamb? In closing, let me use a 
simple iUustration. Some years ago I was on holiday on 
the Island of Jnta. Wliile there I had th^ use of a very 
fine sailing boat. One day, with tny daughter, I sailed 
past a lighthouse that seemed to stand erect out of the 
ocean. It being high tide the rock on which it was built 
was covered. While passing, the thought occnrred to me, 
"that lighthouse could be as treacherous as the rock on 
v^ich it is builtj but for the light." It was the light that 
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made the difference. The structure was perfect and the 
building the work of a master — but a positive danger to 
navigation apart frdm the light I Is the lighthouse a 
far-fetched! comparison, or do X see in it a representation 
oi the institution we call the Church and the vocation we 
call the Ministry— without the anointing of the Holy Spirit, 
a positive danger in the community ; with the anointing, 
giving direction because men see God ? 
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CLIU FUEARSAORAIDH 

IK *'«. Goitic, "lit Praise of fie Jlei.hi:»ifT," n: 
by o yovfig i^nftri 0/ lAit i?swi'!iJ), 

1. Gcd' Ijn dli^iaimad nsm. bilrd mi 
L« teaxgiiidh tAidir is ealanili ; 
Bii (jtEtlich dhomh "Eh'radh, 
Meud 9. ghrSidb * bha. anaad- 
£s gliocas dhomi fla^gail. 

Mar tlia 'm faidh a bbhidrt : 

Caora bhalbh an ftiir loinairt. 

2. 'Nuair a tbug iad do'ii cbtlirt thu 
'Sheasaibli ciii£ do lucllid bratlsaiUti, 
Cha do dh'fhosgail do btjonl Min, 
'S ttii 'gan elsdeachfl a labliaii't, 
Kta na fianniaoen trf^ig aiyi. 

Gil IslT s.ic aD tarmiuK- 

'Sb a.n chilis bha gad' dhiteadh.. 

Gut !Ri^ ludhach bjsa. annad. 

3. "Eeir uainn E, B«ir litonij E f " 
'Se 'chisaL thu g^ labhairt. 

"O ceua Eh O ceiis E I " 
NftcJi b' ^igneach an sealladli 1 
Led' K^irAob bha ton drtiidhte, 
Stlo -giiIiiia?aD ri lalamh ; 
An t- ealjach 'ua^~ Auauiils, 
'Se 'g iarreidh do phraDDandJi, 

4. Thug riltLt an T-flrdiigh, 

Gum bu Chdir d.o thoirt acachad, 

"Sft Ct^isg aim am m^reach, 

Gb triitli air a Tnhadtiiiui. 

Gu'n do £be*5 tiiti gu dileas, 

Cba do dMdbaii ihu 1id«£tg : 

'S dc i;]:irildh. art max chdinhdadi, 

'S gum bu bhdidheacii aa seaJladh ] 

5. Nach maith ttog am ikidli^ 
An ird dhuiuii do miaise, — 
Duine dhoilgheaa-an 's bronach, 
la fioliK^i air trioblaid. 

Cha ghabJi a dlmiiw iiqiieadT*, 

Tha T- Uaa Caisg air thoirt MaCliaid. 

Cba pbill Binn ^a aid«acb\ 
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O, an ffrMli nach gabh innse, 
Elia an Kieb a toift: seachad ! 
'Stu cro[Jit air s.'ph-alla., 
S'tidli spAig do Incbd brathaidh, 

Thu g* Omui-gh ri Dia. 

'Stu "g jan-aidli h|ij maltli dhaibb ; 

'Sbha t- fhiul air an li\r. 

"Wa iaraich fo'n casan. 

Aig a^jmadh da dhaoQuacLd 
Bha ac saoFBa na b'fh'aliige. 
'Brat roinn air a renbadh, 
'Stu fein air aa altajr I 
FioD-amaT cho IS.n anrv 
Air a chl^T C^a robh cearcail. 
'S g^d' bu chanach an namhaid 
Cha do sheas a ri d" -^haiageachd. 

Gu'ti do !4ie^ thii gu saudiach. 
La no dhiL anus an diarraig ; 
A giulaia 'n aru ^te, 
Burn e.' bh^ls a bha annain'. 
Bk ch&bhraidli ttiu 'g' fiirlgh.. 
Air t-evidact a phaagajdh. 
Am life tfrn^ D clibl dbuit, 
Chaill e' liitha anus aa bbatal. 

An Sluagh rirrn tbu shaoradh^ 
Tha lad daoTioan ^ shi^itllfulTi : 
'Situ is diOfi dhaibli S^^ach k\\£, 
BbO 'namliaid an anam. 
*S ged' tba'm -pkiJliuin a crionadhf 
Tha isai- Siorivirdh 'nar aealbidh ; 
Hach df tbogadh ie lamhan, 
'3 Dach c4irear a hhalLa. 

Bho do ghridk tha cbfl fiaJfiidb, 
Cha 'neil riao eif a sgaradh 
■Sta tobar an dichaia, 
Kealt stolaidh an anaim J 
Ann an tricWatd no auwhalr 
Fodh do sgaiie gu ' n gabhiad. 
Oir is grian agns sgialh ihii, 
Tto 'na Sii.' tanfi& do bLeannacbd. 

O 'n tha 'n CHirHSLdb cho iialaidh, 
'S am FioniioB cho farsunn ; 
Tha ^ite ri lionadhj 
Anjis an T^ eiOimidbeachd againn'. 
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Ffii aach teld ar griEW sios. 
b ar piautaa biodh seachad, 
'S bidli lois o ac sa{>thair, 

Ma fha dn?' mhiaDfl air as dbthaj<;h 
Th* clitiiteaCh IS tlathdmbrW 
'Stu ia uallach -gii l^thaiJ, 
Ati' Bg'S.'Ui do cliuid peacaijh, 
D«aii ieum dlie 'na triltli SO 

"S bhEtr CrioBda dc 'n ait Uiii 
Ejoii a. bhHa dbuit a cheannacb. 

Dditaus MacLeod, 
Kintulavigj 

"GhrTiagach Og An F/tnilt Bh^." 



DO'N CHRUTHACHADH. 

(A Hymn in Gtselic, "To ike Crufilion" sontposed by <t young 
coKvert of the Esvivai]. 

]. Th^igadti seaHadb dliomt aa iir. 
Air gach beinn is cnoc ia fiiir, 
SiLiI na [3e^ a Duas 'om sh6i1j. 
'S mi faiciniL guiis an Atliar aunt'. 

£. 'Nuiiir B. alieall mi air gafb taobh, 

'Sa chumiaic mi gact geug fn dbrljtcbd:. 
Thug itii tain^ do Eigh nan Diil 
A bhuilich omi am ffadharc so^ 

3. Shuas ab aodaiiQ germ, an t^l£ibb 
Bba'g ionaltradb ,gacb aeorsai spr^db 
Laigh iad sios 1e <hui& r£idM 

Lkn sp^ do'n Tl a cbmthaicti iad. 

4. S'fijin a bhios an seaHftdb nuadh, 
'Niiair a tbig E ria le buaidb, 

'Sa. bbias ita naaimk dol dhachaidh anas 
Se BBu] '3:]i Uain as "etatnp" bliias imr. 
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5. Ia B^au t€in ao t-aligke r^db 
Tka tieoracbadli gu F4rra.3 Dbi 
I'cucb gu'x. tair sibk Dhiiijan g'^ill 

'S ann traiTnbs FMn a dh'itosgladh L 

6. Ajthnichidh E a chaOraich Fiia. 
I.«anaidb iad £ 'na. cbas-clieuia, 
Ach cba bhi duine aiiD& an tffiui^, 
Jfaci e iobaif t-SAii a cb«<aiiDdcb iad. 

7. Cba blii briseadb aDJis an trf;ud, 
tbng E ait an sen E Fein. 

Fajsfirt' an ^^tdh a BhT^achaill tbr&n 
Cha reub am mad^db^alliiiilh t^. 

8. Sibh^e tba ^u'u Dia gu'ii gbrila 

'S tha dlbthacbadh rj dorsan biis.. 

Dean an rog'h&inu, snail an iird 

la bheir E sliiint' ■oAab teirig dhuibh. 

&, Nan robli ftgam pailteas griib, 

'S mi Dach sguireanlb deaoamb dh^-n 
Gus -an cluincteadb aim^ g'acb iit, 
Gu'n d' ^biiidbaich E mar cbaraid mi. 



I10WA1.D MacLeod, 

I^ ol Ltwtia. 
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THE FAITH MISSION 

i8S6 - J954 



OVER sixty yeais ago, a young man with life before 
him was sitting on a hillside of tlie Island of Atran. 
Below, on th6 Firth ni Clyde, steamers and liners 
bound for America were passing', and yaclits sailing hither 
and tliither As he watched, God spoke to him, challenging 
him as to what his life was to be — hke a pleasure yacht 
sailing to and fro, or hke a liner bound tor its ocean goal. 
He had trusted Christ as his Saviom: : now h<i determined 
to yield his life utterly to hini, to do l-Ii? will. Later, he 
heatd of tlie Fulness of the Blessing, and by faith received 
this wonderful gift, and God's purpose became clear : He 
was calling him to evangelize the villages and coontry 
districts ol Scotland. So in Qb43dience to the heavenly 
vision, leaving business and home, with a few kindred 
spirits, John George Go'van laiiinclicd the Faith Mission. 

The early yeais were glorious times of revival, with 
awaJteaing in many Communities, when many were saved 
and others became inspirefl with the same heavenly vision, 
joining the new band of missionaries as Pilgrims — the 
name by which the workers are still known. The work 
has contUiued strong and vigorous Ibroughout axty-seven 
yeats, and to-day almost one hundred are engaged in it, 

The vision was carried to South Africa in 1916 by the 
Misses Gairatt, who went forth from the Mission in the 
Homeland and formed the Africa Evangelistic Band. In 
1927, the work was extended to Canada. An invitation 
from a nucleus oi friends led by the Rev. W. A. Nisbet, of 
Toronto, came as a clear call from God to the Founder, 
just before his HnDmecall^ 

Workmg in pairs the Pilgrims give missions of three to 
six weeks or more to rural and industrial villages and 
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scattered country or Highland districts ; and recent work 
has included the Islands of Skye, Lewis, TJist, Tiree, 
Orkney and Shetland ; and, in Ireland, many unreached 
places in Eire. Over two hundred missions are held 
every year, including seaside campaigns in the Summer, 
for which the workers group in fourSr Missions are held 
by invitation of the various evangelical denominations, or 
independently^frequently in places where no one locally 
has any Concern to see such work done. The Pilgrims 
devote much time to meeting the people in their homes, 
and at night evangelistic meetmgs are conducted — in public 
halls, churches, schools, bams, portable hidls, tents and 
kitchens or drawmg-rooms ; and the frequent difficulty of 
lodgings in remo^ places is overcome, even if with 
considerable inconvenience. 

The Mission is intei'denominational and the work 
itinerant : not the establishing of permanent mission 
stations. The co-operation of all who are favourably 
disposed is sought, and denominational preferences and 
distinctions are not interfered with. Those who get help 
are encouraged to witness for Christ in their own churches. 
Contact with converts and others who may be blessed is 
maintained through the Prayer Union, tlie members of 
which gather on a suitable week-night for fellowship and 
prayer, and receive a quarterly visit from a Pilgrim to take 
their weekly meeting. There are some 450 of these Uttle 
fellowships throughout Scotland, Ireland and East Anglia, 
and often the Prayer Union is the only prayea: meeting for 
many miles around. 

Some 180 Christian Conferences annually are held, to 
which ChrL-^tians in outlying places, who have few oppor- 
tutlitira, gather to hear of tiie Fubess of the Blessing, 
The Mission^s Annual Conventions at Perth, in September, 
and at Bangor, in Northern Ireland, at Easter, are looked 
forward to witii expectancy by many Christians. 

Much interest and support for worl: in other lands is 
created, and from among the Pilgrims and the trayer 
Unions a great number have gone forth into the Christian 
Ministry at home and in connection with well-known 
1 missions. 
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In the ivell-appomted Faith Mission Training Home and 
Bible College in Edinburgh, thirty-five students, u&ually, 
are in session tor the Two-Year's Coursa of instmction is 
the Prayer Life, the knowledge of God and His Word, the 
Person and Work of tJie Lcrd Jesus Christ and of the Holy 
Spirit, Holiness in Everyday Life, the Art of Preaching and 
Personal Work, Work Among Childrenj and other rdated 
subjects. Experience is received in Visiting, PrEathing, 
Personal Work, Open-Air Witnessing and many practical 
things of everyday life. Lecturers with regular weekly 
dflSSes include ministErs of six different denominations ; 
and other leaders in Christian work, with members of the 
Mission's own staff, have regular appointments- 



lUn^stratJons jnclude the Faith Missioa Tralftjug 
Hoi^c and Bible CtsLcge, aad tb.e l^ilgiimg evan- 
g-eliEiTi^ at tbe Seaside, in KufaJ 3,tid IC-duSitriHl 
ViI1[ig^, aiDong ths Fiaher folk in Sbctiandn in 
Co. Donegal, and with their Portable Halls ia 
Sauthem Irelcuul : 
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Spirit of Rxiiivai — The story o^f tin* F&itli Mission. I. R. Govan, 

208 pages. WeL iUuatia1;wi. Clotli boards 6|iS, postage 4d. 

Jm tka Tmih fl/ HU rrtHm^A^Kemiiiiaceiices of the Early Days 
Oi tiiB Faith MisoioQ. J. G, Govan. S4 pagea, 1/9, postage 23, 

Disameries of Cai — Studies in the Secrsti Wamg. H. E. Govaa, 
M,A. 10S paefcs. 2h pwstage 3d. 

Life ai Its Easf— F. Wilmot Eardlay, B, A. 51 pages. 1/6, poatag* Sd, 

This is VictuTy — A seriea oi true t.ts)imi5nies proving the pmver 
of the Cross lo tii.aUBe the Jives o£ men. Gathered and 
airauged by John G. Eberstein, M.A.^ Editor of Bfigfii 
WoTtU. l£0 pa^es, 3/6 cloth hw^ds, 2/5 paper, postage 4d. 

HeltTid Garrall—A Life with a Message, I. R. Govan Stewart. 
] 17 pAgvd, S/-, cloth boarda, postage 4d. 

Ths Christian Workers' "Rights" — EowlaniJ V. Bingham. Sd, 
postage IJd. ]2 cupicS, post free, S/-. 

Ever UPWARD Ecwklets : — 
Hearts and Thuughls. J, G, Govsai "I 

The Supreme Choice. „ „ 

SmtcHfifi and Kept. ,, „ 

Carnal and BpiritKal. Andrew MurfiW 
What Mahta Voa Cfuss f J. H. Horsburgh 
A PtnlerMi fur yew. J.W. J 

Sojigi of Vielaty—^irA Edition]. Music 12/6, posta^ 8d. 

Words (Mily 2/6, postage 2d. 

!^tighl Words — The Monthly Magazine of tite Faith Misdaa, 4d. 

By post 5/a per anmim. 3 Specimen copies 1/- post free. 

This is ihi Win t^f Ce^—A Study in the Doctrine of Entire 
Sanclificatioii as a definite Experience, J. H. J. Darter 
(Epworth PiesB). lOS pagra, stiif boarda 5/-, posta^ 4d. 
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